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a right to it; wherever it was useful, it should be
respected. To those who argued that monarchy
was destined to disappear from the face of the earth,
Ireton replied that he was confident that if ever the
power of monarchy were destroyed it would not be
by the hand of man but by " the breaking forth
of the power of God among men to make such
forms needless/7 The debates in the army were
rough and obstinate, but finally the moderate party
triumphed.4 The Instrument of Government lodged
the executive power in the hands of a single person,
and took good care that the franchise should not
fall into the hands of Cavalier ploughmen. Oliver
Cromwell was King in all but name and a party arose
which demanded that, wielding as he did the substance
of power, he should also assume the title.

There was much to be said in favour of such a
course. The whole machinery of English law assumed
the existence of the monarchy. The writs ran in the
name of the King. The Statutes were enacted by
the King with the advice of the Lords and the assent
of his faithful Commons. The King was the fountain
of justice, prosecuted criminals, named the judges,
touched for the King's evil. The assumption of the
royal title by the Protector would solve many
difficulties and quiet many scrupulous consciences.
Oliver hesitated and refused. He consented to
restore the second Chamber and acquiesced in the
petition that he should name his successor; but he
would not take the crown. The son of the Huntingdon
brewer who had proved himself the first soldier and
the first statesman in England, who had made England
the greatest military power in Europe, who, for the
first time, had gathered the British Islands into a